1.   TRIAL OF EX-SOLDIERS1
[JOHANNESBURG,
January 3, 1908]
...two Indians, whose cases were postponed when Mr. Gandhi and the others were
dealt with first, were brought up and charged with contravening the Asiatic Registration
Ordinance by not being in possession of a certificate of registration... .Something
like a thousand or .1,500 of Mr. Gandhi's compatriots assembled in and around the
Court, and a subdued murmur of many voices, perfectly audible in Court, testified
to the interest taken in the proceedings.
...Nawab Khan2, an ex-soldier of the Indian Army, was charged.
.. .Mr. Gandhi did not ask any questions, and he put the accused in the witness-
box. He examined him as follows:
[GANDHIJI:] You are a Jamadar?
[ACCUSED:] Yes.
You came to the Transvaal at the time of the War?
Yes, during the War.
Attached to the transport cor^s?
Yes.
What expeditions have you served in?
Burmah, Chitral, Black Hill, Tirah Expedition (1897), and the Transvaal War.
And you were wounded three times?
Twice I was shot, and once I was cut over the eye.
Your father was attached to Lord Roberts'3 staff when he went
to Kandahar?
Yes, he was Subadar Major.
Witness said he was in charge of the Native police on the C.S.A. Railways4.
The Magistrate said the evidence did not affect the position.
MR. GANDHI: You have refused to take out a registration certificate
under the new Act?
1 These cases had been postponed on December 28, 1907, when Gandhiji and
some other Indians were tried.    Vide Vol. VII, pp. 463-8.
2 For his petition to the High Commissioner, vide Vol. VII, pp. 385-6.
3 Frederick Sleigh Roberts of Kandahar, Pretoria and Waterford (1832-1914);
Field Marshal  and Commander-in-Chief, India, 1885-93;   C-in-C,  South Africa,
1899-1900; Colonel-in-Chief, Overseas and Indian Forces in Europe, during World
War I, 1914; author of Forty-one Tears in India. During the Boer War, Gandhiji's Natal
Indian Ambulance Corps carried his son's body from the field; vide Autobiography, Part III,
Ch. X. After the War, Roberts was in charge of the occupation forces in the Transvaal;
Gandhiji mentions his pro-Indian sympathies during^this period; vide Vol. Ill, p. 303.
For message of congratulations on his relief of Kimberley, vide Vol. Ill, p. 143.
4 Central South African Railways
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